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 Building the Automation Workforce 

For 

Advanced Manufacturing

Issue: The future success of advanced manufacturing relies on the ability to build a workforce of automation professionals who are critical to product and process manufacturing in a cost effective manner.  While technology innovations and manufacturing process enhancements are crucial to improving production efficiency in a globally competitive marketplace, the ability of the enterprise to implement and sustain smart manufacturing and continuous improvement lies with the talent and experience of automation professionals—the experts from automated and supervisory plant floor monitoring and control, to manufacturing operations management, to enterprise integration. Without these professionals, the future growth for advanced manufacturing will be difficult to achieve.

It is critical to strengthen and grow the ranks of automation professionals now and in the future. This duty extends beyond the United States, and will benefit economies globally.   
The Automation Federation Role: The Automation Federation is an umbrella organization representing over 300,000 individual members around the world.  The Automation Federation is committed to the creation and implementation of a Workforce Development Initiative that will serve as a catalyst to build the next generation of automation professionals ensuring the success for advanced manufacturing on global basis. A key part of this Initiative is to communicate the importance of careers in automation.

The Automation Federation has reached out to key organizations to build membership alliances to aide in the effort to reach students, Veterans, and those seeking career changes, and to convey the message regarding career paths in automation.  

The National Career Development Association, www.ncda.org, a key Automation Federation member organization, represents career professionals-including career counselors, career development facilitators, and coaches-globally.  These professionals support and encourage individuals to explore career options, make plans to achieve career goals and advance in their chosen career field. 

Next Step: The Automation Federation and the National Career Development Association are working together to convey the message to students, job seekers, returning Veterans, and those in career transitions that pursuing a career in the automation profession can be rewarding, and is essential to the long-term viability of our nation’s and the world’s advanced manufacturing effort.  

For more information regarding the strategic efforts underway by the Automation Federation and the National Career Development Association to build the automation workforce for advanced manufacturing, contact:
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