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Annual Report 
GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS COMMIITTEE
October 2020- August 31, 2021
· Work Group Name- Government Relations Committee

· Chair Name and E-Mail Address:  Diana M. Bailey, dibailey@comcast.net, 443-996-1788

· Co-Chair Name and E-Mail Address –VACANT (NEED HELP WITH REPLACEMENT AND SUPPORT)

· Andrew Bird, Lobbyit, abird@lobbyit.com, Ashley Solle, asolle@lobbyit.com, Manager

Committee Members:  Rebecca Dedmond, Niel Carey, Natalie Kauffman, Steve Myers, Rae Stout, Amy Policastro Schroeder, Charles Lehman (BD Liaison) Guila Todd (ACA ad hoc). Additionally, we have approximately 50+ on our GR emailing list of CDA reps and interested members.

Committee Activities to Date 
· Continued to expand our relationship with DOL:

· Organized and co-facilitated a DOL/ Career One Stop webinar Jan. 2021.
· Continued to work within ETA for another webinar, probably in Fall 2021.
· Began planning for a dedicated, concurrent session for the CA global conference in 2022.

· Transitioned in January 2021 from distributing to our State Contacts and interested members a monthly legislative report provided by Lobbyit to a weekly report of activities in Congress and key elements of legislation related to NCDA and Career Development. Also posted reports to association website.
· Postponed submitting a 2021 NCDA Legislative Award to 2022 given the 2020 realities in Congress and legislative priorities. Additionally, we did not think there was a NEW Career Development legislative “champion”.

· Expanded our collaborative relationship and efforts with ACA and the Government Affairs and Public Policy (GAPP) team. GAPP keeps in contact with Jason and maintains an an ad hoc membership on our GR Committee. We include ACA GAPP information updates in our weekly mailings to our State Contacts and interested members; sometimes adding GAPP events to NCDA’s website calendar.
· Facilitated NCDA Letters of Support:  Counseling Compact, Counseling for Career Choice, the National Apprenticeship Act of 2021, Relaunching America’s Workforce Act and the Workforce Recovery Letter to President Biden.
· During the June 2021 virtual global conference, Jason Ortega, our lobbyist from Lobbyit, and members of the GR Committee delivered a recorded, concurrent session outlining current legislative priorities and next steps for the coming months.
· Temporarily increased Lobbyit services during virtual Spring/Summer events including:  virtual Hill Visit, GR Award presentations, etc. We greatly appreciate our Board’s approval of these important expenditures.
· Requested to serve as a representative on the Coalition for Career Development (CCD) Center Policy Committee. The GR chair has attended several sessions have been attended but no action items needed yet to the NCDA Board.
Lobbyit Activities on Behalf of NCDA to Date (October 2020 through August 2021)

· Career Development Briefing:  NCDA worked closely with the co-chairs of the Congressional CTE Caucus, Congressman G.T. Thompson (R-PA) and Congressman Jim Langevin (D-RI), to host a Congressional briefing earlier this year on the importance of career development. This was a fantastic opportunity for NCDA’s voice to be heard, especially as efforts continue to get people back to work after the pandemic. 

· Legislator of the Year Award:  NCDA jointly awarded Congressman Langevin and Congressman Thompson the NCDA Legislator of the Year Award for their efforts on the Counseling for Career Choice Act and career development broadly. 

· Counseling for Career Choice Act:  Under the new Administration and Congress, all energy was focused on short-term stimulus spending to support pandemic response and recovery efforts. However, as the year has progressed, there has been a shift to investment in long-term job creation policies. Congressman G.T. Thompson (R-PA) and Congressman Jim Langevin (D-RI), the co-chairs of the Congressional CTE Caucus, reintroduced the Counseling for Career Choice Act with NCDA’s recommended changes from last Congress included. 

· HELP Committee Comments:  NCDA worked closely with the American Counseling Association (ACA) to submit comments on career development to the Senate HELP Committee. 

· National Apprenticeship Act:  NCDA supported the National Apprenticeship Act, which passed out of the House and includes significant investment in career development. NCDA also endorsed the Relaunching America’s Workforce Act, which is introduced in both the House and the Senate. 

· Congressional Resolution on National Career Counseling Month:  In November 2020, we successfully had a resolution recognizing National Career Counseling Month introduced in the House for the first time. The resolution included language that emphasized the NCDA’s accomplishments throughout its history and the growing importance of career counseling. We intend to make this an annual activity and have received initial confirmation from Hill staff that they remain interested in introducing a resolution this fall.

· Partnering with Other Associations:  NCDA leadership was introduced to the Association of Woodworking and Furnishings Suppliers (AWFS), another organization that partners with Lobbyit on workforce development legislation. NCDA incoming President Sharon Givens attended the AWFS conference in July to learn more about their work and build on that relationship.

· Legislative Reporting:  The Lobbyit team continues to provide monthly legislative reports.  As of January 2021, they began providing a weekly update report of key news and events in Congress and the Administration related to NCDA and career development.

· State Career Development Leadership Training:  In June 2021, Ashley Solle presented at the Annual State Career Development Association Leadership Training, where she provided updates on NCDA’s national legislative efforts, current priorities, and next steps.

· New Team Member:  In June 2021, Jason Ortega announced his transition to a new role externally. Lobbyit has since hired a new Vice President, Andrew Bird, to lead advocacy efforts on behalf of NCDA. Ashley Solle, Manager of Government Relations, remains a constant on the Lobbyit-NCDA team. Both Ashley and Andrew plan to attend the Fall Summit in Alexandria this October.
